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A day to Honor the Navajo Code Talker's legacy 

By Ramona Emerson;  A Diné filmmaker and writer originally from Tohatchi, New Mexico  

Seated right to left: Navajo Code Talkers Peter MacDonald, John Kinsel and Thomas H. Begay, attend the ceremony in their 

honor. They are among the last living Navajo Code Talkers who served in WW II. (Photo by Ramona Emerson) 

Corporal, Ira Hamilton Hayes, (Pima) and five other U.S. Marines were photo-

graphed on February 23, 1945 by Joe Rosenthal.       

Three of the six Marines depicted in the photograph, Sergeant, Michael Strank, 

Corporal, Harlon Block, and Private First Class, Franklin Sousley were killed in 

action over the next few days. The three surviving flag-raisers were Corporals 

Rene Gagnon, Ira Hayes, and Harold Schultz.  

Hayes was born on January 12, 1923 at Sacaton on the Gila River Indian 

Reservation in south central Ari- zona. He died on January 23, 1955 at 

The men who raised the flag on Iwo Jima   
Joe Rosenthal's iconic photo from Feb. 1945 * 76-Years Ago 
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The Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall 

originally listed 57,939 names when 

it was dedicated in 1982; however 

other names have since been added 

and as of May 2018 there were 

58,320 names, including 232 Ameri-

can Indians and Native Alaskans 

and eight women. The number of 

names on the wall is different than 

the official number of U.S. Vietnam 

War deaths, which is 58,220 as of 

May 2018.  

The names inscribed are not a com-

plete list of those who are eligible 

for inclusion as some names were 

omitted at the request of families.  

In 2003, after some years of lobby-

ing, the National Park Service and 

the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

Fund won permission from Con-

gress to build the Veterans Educa-

tion Center at The Wall.  

 The Veterans Education Center 

was to include a photograph of eve-

ry service member killed in Viet 

Nam and the more that 6,600 killed 

fighting the War on Terrorism., 

However, in 2019 the funding ef-

forts fell short of the $115-125 mil-

lion needed to construct the facility 

and the project was dropped. 

In 2014, Janna Livsay Hoehn cur-

rently living in Hawaii and a former 

resident  of Hemet, CA became in-

volved in the Viet Nam Memorial 

Education Center Project in 2014 in 

her adopted State of Hawaii with 

the collection of photographs of the 

Native Hawaiians that lost their lives 

or were Missing in Action during 

the Viet Nam War.  

Upon completion of her collection 

of the photographs of Native Hawai-

ians she turned her attention to the 

American Indians and  Alaskan Na-

tives.  

Having grown up in the small town 

of Hemet in east Riverside County 

Southern California and going to 

school with many of the American 

Indians from the near by Soboba, 

Cahuilla and Santa Rosa Indian 

Reservations she took on the chal-

lenge of collecting the photographs 

of the 232 American Indians and 

Alaskan Natives that were killed or 

MIA in Viet Nam.  

Her dedication and commitment 

didn’t end with the collection of the 

photographs. In way of example, 

she noticed that Joseph Pink, who 

went to school in San Jacinto anoth-

er small town next to Hemet, was 

not listed as an American Indian 

and because she knew Joe in high 

school she gathered the evidence of 

his tribal affiliation to insure his 

name was listed. 

And although the Veteran Memori-

al Education Center will not be built 

the “Wall of Faces” can be viewed 

in the internet at the Wall of Faces 

website. Type in Wall of Faces, 

click on Advanced search and a 

form will come up. Type in the 

name of the person you are looking 

for or type a city, or a county or a 

state to see all of that areas photos. 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial, The “Wall of Faces”   
A Memorial to the 58,220 (As of May 2018)   

Veteran Navajo Code Talkers stand for the National Anthem  

Photo right: Smiling President Trump at the White House shak-

ing hands with Peter McDonald former Navajo Tribal Chairman 

next to an unidentified Navajo Code Talker. 

Photo below is a Navajo Code Talker and photos of him that 

appear on the cover of many books. 

Geronimo, Apache  

Chief Joseph , Nez Perce  
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Armistice Day or Veterans 

Day, Memorial Day and D-

Day have special meanings 

to the millions American 

patriots: Armistice Day is the 

name that was given to the 

holiday celebrated in the 

United States on November 

11 before it was renamed 

Veterans Day by Congress in 

1954. ‘ 

Memorial Day because it is 

the day we pay our respects 

to all the veterans that were 

killed in action and to those 

that have passed on.  

And D-Day has a special 

meaning to me because my 

dad, Ernest Salgado, Sr. and 

Sam Powvall from the Pau-

ma Indian Reservation were 

together on June 6, 1944 for 

the invasion of Normandy, 

France then later at the 

“Battle of the Bulge” and on 

into Berlin, Germany.  

Memorial Day and D-Day 

are only days apart and many 

American patriots view them 

as one. We often hear of the 

'greatest generation' in refer-

ence to  Memorial Day on 

May 29 dating back to the 

civil war and D-Day in refer-

ence to the WW II military 

invasion of Normandy, 

France on June 6, 1944 that 

let to the occupation of Ber-

lin, Germany and the end of 

WWII in Europe.  

Even less notice is the contri-

butions of the American In-

dian Warriors courage and 

commitment in the many 

military conflicts of the Na-

tion over the past 245-years.  

Why is this? Especially since 

American Indians have vol-

untarily participated in every 

military effort to establish 

and defend this land and 

people for all America.  

The American Indians cour-

age and achievements exam-

ples from both theaters of 

WW II is well documented 

but too often historically ig-

nored. 

Over 2,000 American Indi-

ans from Oklahoma,  New 

Mexico and Arizona trained 

and fought as part of the 

Army’s 45th Infantry Divi-

sion best known as the 

"Thunderbirds". They saw 

almost two years of combat 

in Italy and Central Europe.  

During World War II, the 

U.S. military recruited 

American Indian from sever-

al different Tribes from 

trough out the country for 

their unique tribal languages 

for usage as a battlefield 

code.  

Although many American 

Indian Tribes were used as 

“Code Talker,” such as the 

Assiniboine, Choctaw, Cher-

okee, Comanche, Mes-

kwaki, and Seminole to 

name a few the Navajo 

“Code Talkers” became 

the most celebrated and pub-

licized of the radio units. 

They were assigned to the 

U.S. Marines Corps. 

Six American Indians were 

awarded the Congressional 

Medal of Honor  in recogni-

tion for their bravery and 

many other distinguished 

themselves as well.  

The six Congressional Med-

al of Honor recipient were: 

Lt. Ernest Childers  Lt. Jack 

Montgomery, Lt. Van Bar-

foot,  John Resse Jr.,  Ron 

Harmon and Ernest Edwin 

Evens.  

L t .  E r n e s t  C h i l d e r s 

(Muscogee Creek)  

Childers was born   February 

1, 1918 in Broken Arrow, 

Oklahoma, A  (Creek). 

He attended and graduated 

from the Chilocco Indian 

Agricultural School in north-

central Oklahoma. He was 

the first American Indian to 

earn the Medal of Honor 
since the Indian Wars of the 

19th century.  

He first distinguished him-

self in Sicily, Italy where he 

was awarded a battlefield 

commission. Later in Italy, 

unaided and despite severe 

wounds, he destroyed three 

German machine gun em-

placements.  

Childers reached the rank of 

lieutenant Colonel before 

retiring from the Army in 

1966. He died at age 87 and 

was buried at Floral Haven 

Memorial Gardens in his 

birthplace of Broken Arrow, 

Oklahoma. 

First Lt. Jack Montgomery 

(Cherokee).  

Lt. Jack C. Montgomery, 

earned the Medal of Honor 

in World War II for service 

in Italy. He graduated from 

same school as Childers, the 

Chilocco Indian Agricultural 

School in north-central Ok-

lahoma. 

During the Anzio, Italy mili-

tary Campaign he single-

handedly attacked a German 

stronghold killing eleven of 

the enemy and taking thirty-

three prisoners. Lt. Jack 

Montgomery graduated from 

the University of Redlands, 

California. 

Pfc. John Resse Jr . 

(Comanche)  

Resse was from Pryor, Okla-

homa.  

On February 9, 1945 he was 

serving as a private first class 

in the Philippines when an 

attack on the Paco Railroad 

Station hit and Reese and 

fellow soldier Private Cleto 

L. Rodriguez went ahead of 

their unit, took a position 

closer to the station, and be-

gan firing on the Japanese 

defenders.  

Together they killed over 

eighty Japanese soldiers be-

fore a shortage of ammuni-

tion forced them to turn 

back. Reese was killed while 

trying to return to the Ameri-

can lines; he was posthu-

mously awarded the Medal 

of Honor eight months later, 

on October 19, 1945. Private 

Rodriguez survived the battle 

and was also awarded the 

Medal of Honor 

Coronel Van Barfoot 

(Choctaw).  

 Barfoot was also at the An-

zio Campaign in Italy where 

he knocked out two machine 

gun nests and captured sev-

enteen prisoners.  

He then went on to defeat 

three German tanks and car-

ried two of his wounded 

men to safety. These exploits 

reinforced the "warrior" im-

age. 

Barfoot had been awarded a 

combat field commission 

prior to his action in Italy. 

He went on to serve in Ko-

rea and Vietnam and retired 

as a Coronel. 

After his retirement from the 

Army he moved to a retire-

ment community in Henrico 

County, Virginia to be near 

his daughter.  

In mid 2009, the homeown-

ers' association (HOA) of the 

Sussex Square, where Bar-

foot lived ordered him to 

remove the flagpole from 

which he flew the U.S. flag.  

Even though the HOA by-

laws didn’t forbid flagpoles,  

the HOA ruled Barfoot, 

would not be allowed to use 

it "for aesthetic reasons."  

Barfoot then aged 90, con-

tested the order, and re-

ceived support from politi-

cians, including Virginia Sen-

ators Mark Warner and Jim 

Webb, White House Press 

Secretary Robert Gibbs and 

Sean Hannity at Fox news. 

The HOA dropped its re-

quest on December 8, 2009 

Sergeant Ron W. Harmon 

( Creek)  

Harmon joined the Army in 

his home town in Pixley, Cal-

ifornia.  

On July 1, 1944, he was serv-

ing as a Sergeant in Compa-

ny C, 362nd Infantry Regi-

ment, 91st Infantry Division.  

On that day, near Casaglia, 

Italy he single-handedly at-

tacked three German posi-

tions which were firing on a 

friendly platoon.  

He destroyed one position 

and despite being wounded 

on his approach, continued 

to silence another. He was 

killed while attacking the 

third position.  

He was posthumously award-

ed the Medal of Honor a 

year later on October 2, 

1945. Harmon was buried at 

the Florence American Cem-

etery in Florence, Italy. 

Comdr. Ernest E. Evens 

(Cherokee/Creek)  

Evens was born in Pawnee, 

Oklahoma.  

He graduated from the Unit-

ed States Naval Academy in 

1931.  

In 1941 he was assigned to 

the destroyer Alden, and was 

serving on her in the East 

Indies when the Japanese 

attacked Pearl Harbor on 

December 7, 1941.  

He became commanding 

officer of Alden on March 

14, 1942, and held that posi-

tion until  July 7, 1943. 

While serving on Alden he 

participated in operations in 

and around Australia, New 

Guinea and the Dutch East 

Indies. 

On October 25, 1944 as 

commanding officer of the 

U.S.S. Johnston, against ma-

jor units of the Japanese fleet 

during the battle off Samar 

he was first to lay a 

smokescreen and to open 

fire on a vastly superior forc-

es in number, firepower and 

armor as they rapidly ap-

proached.  

Comdr. Evans gallantly di-

verted the powerful blasts of 

hostile guns from the lightly 

armed and armored carriers 

under his protection, launch-

ing the first torpedo attack 

when the Johnston came un-

der straddling Japanese shell-

fire.  

Undaunted by damage sus-

tained under the terrific vol-

ume of fire, he unhesitatingly 

joined others of his group to 

provide fire support during 

subsequent torpedo attacks 

against the Japanese.  

Outshooting and outmaneu-

vering the enemy as he con-

sistently interposed his vessel 

between the hostile fleet 

units and our carriers despite 

the crippling loss of engine 

power and communications 

with steering aft, battled furi-

ously until the Johnston, 

burning and shuddering 

from a mortal blow, lay dead 

in the water after 3 hours of 

fierce combat.  

Seriously wounded early in 

the engagement, Comdr. 

Evans, by his indomitable 

courage and brilliant profes-

sional skill, aided materially 

in turning back the enemy 

during a critical phase of the 

action.  

He was posthumously award-

ed the Medal of Honor. 

OT HER AM ERIC AN    

INDIAN HEROS 

Maj. Gen. Clarence Tinker, 

(Osage)  

 A career pilot, was the high-

est ranking Indian in the 

armed forces at the begin-

ning of the war. He died 

leading a flight of bombers in 

the Pacific during the Battle 

of Midway.  

Admiral Joseph J. "Jocko" 

Clark, (Cherokee) was the 

first American Indian to 

graduate from Annapolis, 

participated in carrier battles 

in the Pacific and became an 

admiral.  

Congressional Medal of Honor  
America Indians Recipients  

MY VIEW By Ernie C. Salgado, Jr. 
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The American Indian Reporter is the only American Indian newspaper in the United States of 

America that provides the Tribal community with a basic conservative view.  

It is a privately owned bi-monthly on-line publication. The primary purpose of the publication is 

to provide the America Indian and non-Indian communities with current and historical events 

and matters having an impact in the American Indian Tribes and people.  

Tribal Sovereignty, Freedom of Religion, Indian Child Welfare Act, Tribal Jurisdiction over our 

Tribal Lands and Self-Governess are all concepts supported by the conservative ideology.  

For more information on Advertising and Sponsorship please call AIR at  

951-217-7205  
If we don’t answer please leave a message and we will call you back.  

You can also reach us at Box5@AmercanIndianReporter.com 
Thank you for your consideration, Ernie C. Salgado, Jr., Publisher/Editor  

Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians, Tribal member and Elder  

Second Generation Mission Indian Federation Ideology Supporter 

The Federation's motto, "Human Rights and Home Rule"    

 
   

  

 

Duro Construction Co. - Pala REZ 
CALL: Duro Construction @ 760-419-0568  

 email: Realskinz11@yahoo.com    

“We are our brothers keeper.” 

California Indian Education, Inc. 
Soboba Indian Reservation, So. California  

Mail: P.O. Box 366, San Jacinto CA 92581 

Phone 951.217.7205 * Email: CALIE.org 

Non-Profit 501(c)(3) * Tribal Organization  

 CALIE.org Is The Number One American Indian Web Site In The World!  

 “Making A Difference” 

The Mission Indian Federation logo on the right shows the image of John Ortega, a tribal member of the 
Pala Band of Mission Indians located in north San Diego County, CA (1920)  

Custom Made Handbags 

1.619.792.8517 
ckay4info@yahoo.com 

All Credit Cards & Cash Accepted  

“High Quality at Affordable Prices”  

“Trick or Treat Scary Specials”   
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2-Million Hit a Month  

Be a Winner, Join the American Indian Reporter Team!  

http://www.scair.org/


The  
Page  5 of  5 November 11, 2021 

 

“Laughter is the Best Medicine” 

“America is just like an insane asylum. There is not 
a soul in it will admit they are crazy." - Will Rogers, 

Rogers was an enrolled member of the Cherokee Nation.   

Shayne’s Journal # 4677 May 13, 2020  

 

 

 

 

 


