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Official Recession Definition 

During a recession, the economy struggles, people 

lose work, companies make fewer sales and the coun-

try’s overall economic output declines. The point 

where the economy officially falls into a recession 

depends on a variety of factors. 

In 1974, economist Julius Shiskin came up with a few 

rules of thumb to define a recession: The most popu-

lar was two consecutive quarters of declining GDP. A 

healthy economy expands over time, so two quarters 

in a row of contracting output suggests there are seri-

ous underlying problems, according to Shiskin. This 

definition of a recession became a common standard 

over the years. 

The National Bureau of Economic Research 

(NBER) is generally recognized as the authority that 

defines the starting and ending dates of U.S. reces-

sions. NBER has its own definition of what consti-

tutes a recession, namely “a significant decline in eco-
nomic activity spread across the economy, lasting 
more than a few months, normally visible in real 
GDP, real income, employment, industrial produc-
tion, and wholesale-retail sales.” 

The NBER’s definition is more flexible than 

Shiskin’s rule for determining what is a recession. For 

example, the coronavirus could potentially create a 

W-shaped recession, where the economy falls one 

quarter, starts to grow, then drops again in the future. 

This would not be a recession by Shiskin’s rules but 

could be under the NBER’s definition. 

In simple English; the definition of a Recession is 

when to value of the dollar is less today than it was 

yesterday and the individual worker’s wages don’t go 

up.  

What Causes Recessions? 

There is more than one way for a recession to get 

started, from a sudden economic shock to fallout 

from uncontrolled inflation or a manufactured infla-

tion. These phenomena are some of the main drivers 

of a recession: 

• A sudden economic shock: An economic shock 

is a surprise problem that creates serious financial 

damage. In the 1970s, OPEC cut off the supply of oil 

to the U.S. without warning, causing a recession, not 

to mention endless lines at gas stations. The corona-

virus outbreak, which shut down economies world-

wide, is a more recent example of a sudden economic 

shock. (Shutting down our domestic oil production is 
one hell-a-va shock, you think?) 

• Excessive debt: When individuals or businesses 

take on too much debt, the cost of servicing the debt 

can grow to the point where they can’t pay their bills. 

Growing debt defaults and bankruptcies then capsize 

the economy. The housing bubble in the mid-aughts 

that led to the Great Recession is a prime example of 

excessive debt causing a recession. ($32 Trillion in 
National Debt)  

• Asset bubbles: When investing decisions are driv-

en by emotion, bad economic outcomes aren’t far 

behind. Investors can become too optimistic during a 

strong economy. Former Fed Chair Alan Greenspan 

famously referred to this tendency as “irrational exu-

berance,” in describing the outsized gains in the stock 

market in the late 1990s. Irrational exuberance in-

flates stock market or real estate bubbles—and when 

the bubbles pop, panic selling can crash the market, 

causing a recession. 

• Too much inflation: Inflation is the steady, up-

ward trend in prices over time. Inflation isn’t a bad 

thing per se, but excessive inflation is a dangerous 

phenomenon. Central banks control inflation by rais-

ing interest rates, and higher interest rates depress 

economic activity. Out-of-control inflation was an 

ongoing problem in the U.S. in the 1970s. To break 

the cycle, the Federal Reserve rapidly raised interest 

rates, which caused a recession. (The current inflation 
rate is at 8.6% and climbing over a 40-year high) 

Too much deflation: While runaway inflation can 

create a recession, deflation can be even worse. De-

flation is when prices decline over time, which causes 

wages to contract, which further depresses prices. 

When a deflationary feedback loop gets out of hand, 

people and business stop spending, which under-

mines the economy. Central banks and economists 

have few tools to fix the underlying problems that 

cause deflation. Japan’s struggles with deflation 

throughout most of the 1990s caused a severe reces-

sion. 

Technological change: New inventions increase 

productivity and help the economy over the long 

term, but there can be short-term periods of adjust-

ment to technological breakthroughs. In the 19th cen-

tury, there were waves of labor-saving technological 

improvements. The Industrial Revolution made en-

tire professions obsolete, sparking recessions and 

hard times. Today, some economists worry that AI 

and robots could cause recessions by eliminating 

whole categories of jobs. 

MY VIEW by Ernie C. Salgado, Jr.,  

A “Manufactured Inflation” theory is my own brain-

child and in an effort to defend my analysis and not 

bore you or have you label my idea as a “Conspiracy 

Theory” I will keep it short and on point.  

First, is the question Who and Why would anyone 

create a “Manufactured Inflation”  

Let’s start with the who. Over the past 60-years the 

Country has been moving politically left, which is a 

given and shouldn't requires no additional explana-

tion.  

However, the process has been slow as prescribed in 

Karl Marx and Frederick Engels Communist Mani-
festo, originally the Manifesto of the Communist Par-

ty  in 1848. 

Saul Alinsky's “8 steps to Socialism” simplified the 

process for the Socialist Democratic Party.  

1) Healthcare – Control healthcare and you control 

the people. 

2) Poverty – Increase the Poverty level as high as 

possible; poor people are easier to control and 

will not fight back if you are providing everything 

for them to live. 

3) Debt – Increase the debt to an unsustainable lev-

el. That way you are able to increase taxes, and 

this will produce more poverty. 

4) Gun Control – Remove the ability to defend 

themselves from the government. That way you 

are able to create a police state.  

5) Welfare – Take control of every aspect of their 

lives (Food, Housing, and Income). 

6) Education – Take control of what people read 

and listen to – take control of what children learn 

in school. 

7) Religion – Remove the belief in the God from 

the government and schools. 

8) Class Welfare – Divide the people into the 

wealthy and the poor. This will cause more dis-

connect, and it will be easier to take (tax) the 

wealthy with the support of the poor. 

These 8 step or areas is the playbook of the Socialist 

Democrats and it appears to be working.  

Now the why should be obvious. Healthcare, 

Obamacare. Poverty, Higher Taxes & Inflation 

works. Debt, $32 Trillion National Debt Ring a Bell? 

Gun Control, Working Great in Chicago! Welfare, 

Student Loan Forgiveness, Food shortage, Homeless 

and more. Education, in less than 15-years America 

had gone from #1 in the world to third world status, 

but Sexual Identity at age 5, Pronouns, LGBTQ and 

Transgender is top priorities as declared by the Na-

tional Teachers Association. Religion, Big Govern-

ment will provide for you, not God. And last but not 

least, Class Welfare, the critical race theory curricu-

lum was created during the Clinton Administration by 

Marxist university professors and is currently being 

taught is 27 states. The “White and Jewish People, 

Religion and the Constitution” have been  substituted 

for the ‘Wealthy as the Oppressors of the “People of 

Color and LGBTQ who have replaced the Poor as 

the Victims in America.  

When Comrade Biden took office on January 20, 

2020 the economy was coming back strong, America 

was oil independent and controlled most of the oil to 

the free world. A major pipeline was on schedule to 

be complete that would deliver crude oil from Cana-

da that would also help to stabilize the economy. 

On this very day he signed two devastating executive 

orders. The first one was the shutting down of the 

Key Stone pipeline and the second one was to stop 

all oil production on public lands. Later, he imposed 

an increase in taxed of oil production.  

These policy changes resulted in higher gas and oil 

prices. It also increased to cost of goods and services 

which in turn caused the run away inflation. 

The justification is “Climate Change,” which makes 

no sense, as 98 percent of the vehicles in the County 

run on fossil fuel. Biden’s solution is for everyone to 

buy electric vehicles. Yet, their isn’t enough electricity 

to keep the lights on in some states such as California 

in way of example.    

In addition to the oil fiasco he imposed more regula-

tion on the farming industry which cause the prices of 

food to go up and dependency on food import. 

The open border policies have created a serious crisis 

in the County that has yet to be acknowledged, but is 

estimated to add billions of dollars to the already ab-

surd spending. Not to mention the increase in drug 

smuggling.  

The censorship in the name of “Misinformation” and 

the politicization of the IRS, FBI and the DOJ just to 

name a few of the government agencies that are in the 

process of enforcing the wishes of the administration.   

And in addition to the over spending of Trillions of 

dollars, the Federal Reserve Bank that can’t seen to 

stop printing money that only adds to the basic cause 

of the inflation.  

As hard as it is to believe that anyone would impose 

this kind of hardship on their people is difficult at 

best to comprehend no less accept.  

The WHY: The primary “Goal” of the Socialist is 

the transformation of America to a Socialist Country. 

It’s obvious  that Saul Alinsky’s “8-Steps to Socialism” 

is the blue print of objectives to achieve their “Goal.” 

 Now, that I have made my view that the current 

“Inflation is Manufactured” simple because it would-

n’t exist without the Socialist policies. 

The solution is also simple, remove the source of the 

harmful economic policies bu voting them out of of-

fice and allow American to thrive again.   

Save America From Economic Collapse 
Bring Oil, Freedom, Safety, Wages & 
God Back To The People.     

By permission of Branco and Creators Syndicate, Inc 
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The Psychology of Turkeys  
This section is dedicated to the insane actions, decisions and policies made by our would be leaders.   

My View By Ernie C. Salgado Jr.,  

Last week in Riverside County, southern California a 
man was convicted and sentenced to 16 years in prison 
for the double murder of his girl friend and her UN-
BORN child. Yes, in woke and Socialist California an 
unborn child in considered a human life if it is over 7-
week old.  
Here’s the conflict in the statues; A 7 week old unborn 
child is considered alive if it is killed. However, as of 
September 20, 2022 an abortion is currently legal 
(generally between 23 and 24 weeks' gestational age).  
I have not been able to find any criteria or legal statues 
that exempts the murdering of children by aborting. 
Still another issue with regard to the sentencing of 16 
years for the double murders while Texas is seeking the 
death penalty for basically the same crime. A life sen-
tence is a given in Texas and as it may be in other con-
servative states. 

But, the current 23 and 24 weeks' gestational age. 
Which is a couple of weeks short of 6 month is to re-
stricting for the woke folks.  
Taking advantage of the of the emotional hysteria that 
followed the supreme courts decision overturing Roe v 
Wade the abortion rights groups has no problem get-
ting the required voters signatures to place a state con-
stitutional amendment on the November 8, 2022 voting 
ballot. 
Proposition One is the proposed abortion rights state 
constitutional amendment which extends the time 
frame of when an abortion can be performed from the 
current 23-24 week to the date of birth.  
Well folks, call me what you want to, but in my brain 
this is nothing less than cold blooded murder. Are we 
in a forced regression to the 14th century?              

   

More California hypocrisy or Just plain Stupidity! 
The Socialist Elitists Double Standards are on Full Display    

 

Leftists RAGE when Kanye West & Candace Owens 
don ‘White Lives Matter’ shirts at fashion show 

BPR by Terresa Monroe-Hamilton  

Kanye West held a surprise Yeezy 

fashion show in Paris on Monday, 

October 3, 2022 with conservative 

Candace Owens in attendance and 

both of them donned “White Lives 

Matter” t-shirts that shocked and en-

raged the left. 

The iconic rapper also had fashion 

models who wore the same message 

in a clap back at the Black Lives Mat-

ter movement. It is seen as another 

move by West to distance himself 

from mainstream black politics. 

Owens and West have developed a 

friendship and both evidently see 

things through a conservative lens, 

not a racial one. At one time, West 

was a supporter of former President 

Trump and was frequently seen in a 

Make America Great Again baseball 

hat in public. 

By permission of Branco and Creators Syndicate, Inc 
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A cultural bomb has imploded in 

America, something palpable, where 

people wonder aloud if this is what fall-

ing empires look like, or where your 

parents and friends that are older than 

you say things like, "I feel bad for the 
younger generations" and "I am just glad 
I am older, so I don't have to see how 
bad it gets." 

It is clear. "Things are bad, worse than 
bad, they are crazy," and it seems some 

older generations have taken up "dying 
before things get worse" as a strategy. 

The racial and cultural chaos is the cul-

mination of years of often politically 

motivated efforts by educators, the me-

dia and Democrats incessantly beating 

the drums that America is irredeemably 

racist, male and – above all, white. 

It is almost as if labeling everyone that 

disagrees with you a bigot, a racist, a 

fascist or, after January 6th, a terrorist 

and an extremist is problematic to the 

long-term health of public discourse in 

a country. 

Andrew Breitbart tried to warn of the 

goal of political correctness: "What the 
left has stood for with political correct-
ness is to try to get those with whom 
they disagree to shut up," he said before 

his death in 2012. 

Regrettably, the silencing works. The 

left teaches conservative America to 

shut up, and we largely oblige. 

Shut up! Do not speak at your kid's 

school board meeting, lest you wind up 

on an FBI watchlist. 

Shut up! At work, climbing the corpo-

rate ladder of your woke/ESG-following 

job, do not risk getting fired. 

Shut up online! You will get censored, 

shadow-banned or flagged. 

Conservatives hand the left the political 

discourse in classrooms, workplaces 

and online – then expect logic to pre-

vail in the voting booth. 

The result is steadily moving the needle 

in the culture war in one direction. 

The result is Noella – the 
world's youngest trans 
model. 

The media are currently writ-

ing glowing articles on "her" like she is 

some reincarnation of Jackie Robinson, 

breaking the color barrier, just because 

people did not want to be mean or la-

beled a bigot. 

Noella is 10. 

The left's strategy has remained the 

same: label, blacklist, make those that 

dissent untouchable. 

President Joe Biden took it a step fur-

ther when speaking in Maryland in late 

August. "It's not just Trump, it's the en-
tire philosophy that underpins the – I'm 
going to say something, it's like semi-
fascism," he said. 

In early September, his account tweet-

ed "MAGA proposals are a threat to 
the very soul of this country. The agen-
da represents an extremism that threat-
ens the very foundations of our repub-
lic." 

Big Tech, Big Media and Democrats 

now work in concert to silence con-

servatives – for sharing a true Hunter 

Biden story, for implying we should not 

vaccinate the youth, for saying outland-

ish things like we should not transition 

teenagers, or for bitterly speaking out in 

anguish after your son was killed in Af-

ghanistan. 

They ban you for having a different 

opinion. They ban you for telling the 

truth. 

They imply that fascism – authoritarian 

rule and the merger of state and private 

sector – is manifesting in the form of 

MAGA. 

The irony is lost on them. 

The media shamelessly cosigning 

Biden's hateful claims unchecked, cele-

brating Noella or constantly searching 

for the next white "hate crime" – regard-

less if it's true or not – has resulted in a 

scenario where we've devolved as a so-

ciety along racial or cultural lines. 

When a political game changer and 

"habitual line stepper" emerged in the 

form of Donald Trump – a man who 

would point directly at the media "elite" 

and call them fake news – journalists 

and Democrats did not change strategy 

when it came to coverage; they simply 

doubled down. 

Social media allowed you to see the 

hypocrisy. 

The identifying of white boogeymen 

wearing MAGA hats – on a field 

trip for a Right to Life March in Wash-

ington, D.C., yelling "this is MAGA 

country" outside of a Subway franchise 

at 2 a.m. during a Polar Vortex in Chi-

cago, or most recently at a Duke vs. 

BYU volleyball game – consistently 

outpaces the availability of real ones. 

The lie that white supremacy is our 

biggest threat persists. 

Across this once-great melting pot– in 

semi-fascist Columbus, Ohio – it is Sat-

urday night for the opening weekend of 

the college football season where the 

Buckeyes are about to take on Notre 

Dame in the Horse Shoe in early Sep-

tember. 

On the sidelines, LeBron James, who 

has been worshiped for his basketball 

prowess for 20 years – walks with his 

son, Bronny. James' presence at the 

game is local and national news, and 

after the game he teases NCAA fans 

about the possibility of his son attend-

ing OSU. 

When he's not peddling shoes made in 

China, leaving Cleveland again for his 

next best title shot or working on his 

media empire – LeBron is quick to 

evoke racial imagery or animosity. 

In April 2021, Columbus police arrived 

at a home to find 16-year-old Ma'Khia 

Bryant attempting to stab Shai-onta 

Craig. Officer Nicholas Reardon essen-

tially saved another woman's life when 

he shot Bryant. 

In  the  immedia t e  a f t e rma th , 

James tweeted out a picture of Reardon 

from the scene with the caption "You're 
next #accountability" to his 52 million 

followers. 

After January 6th, James referenced the 

Ku Klux Klan – and used the moment 

to present one of – that blacks are be-

ing systemically hunted in America, 

tweeting: "DO YOU UNDERSTAND 
NOW?... you still won't be judge, 
looked at crazy, chained, beaten, hung, 
shot to death cause of the color of your 
skin!!!!"  

The man who christened the cover of 

Sports Illustrated as "The Chosen One" 

at 17 years old. "2 AMERIKKKAS we 
live in and it was at FULL CAPACITY 
LIVE IN DIRECT yesterday in our 
Nations CAPITAL AT THE CAPI-
TOL!!" 

Between his ongoing NBA career, his 

two decades with Nike and his media/

movie empire, James is the first actively 

playing billionaire, with a "B." 

LeBron James of the NBA, where the 

average player will earn $7.5 million – 

more than four times in one season of 

playing basketball what an average wage 

earner in this country might earn in a 

lifetime. 

He is the closest thing America has to 

royalty and he has been since before he 

famously scored his first Hummer in 

high school. His nickname and his twit-

ter handle are @KingJames. 

He often describes an America or Jim 

Crow Era neither he nor I have ever 

seen. 

When white high school senior 17-year

-old Ethan Liming was beaten to death 

in June near the basketball courts out-

side of James' I Promise School, alleg-

edly by three African American males, 

James does not inject race or inflamma-

tory rhetoric to the conversation, nor 

does he post pictures of the subjects. 

Shortly after the Buckeyes beat the 

fighting Irish, Netflix announces on 

Twitter that former President Barack 

Obama – whom the company has part-

nered with in a multimillion dollar deal 

– has just won an Emmy for Outstand-

ing Narrator for the company's "Our 

Great National Parks." 

Obama adds it to a list of awards that 

includes two Grammys, a Nobel Peace 

Prize and two terms as president of 

what used to be the most powerful 

country in the world. 

Obama, like James, wants you to know 

of the oppressive nature of whiteness. 

Obama, like James, is an icon. 

He is celebrated. And LeBron James 

could not be more right – and more 

wrong – about the "two Amerikkkas." 

CULTURE WARS  
The left's 'shut up!' strategy is working, tragically 
WND Exclusive: Matt Keener on how Big Tech, Big Media and Democrats successfully silence the right 

Matt Keener is an author/writer, former daily newspaper journalist and small-business owner from Ohio. He's a free speech and free press advocate 

“What the left has stood for with political 
correctness is to try to get those with whom 
they disagree to shut up.” Andrew Breitbart  
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About 3,000 of the approxi-

mately 18,000 Protestant pas-

tors in Germany in the 1930s 

openly supported Adolf Hitler, 

and about the same number 

ended up opposing his tyranni-

cal rule. 

But it was the vast majority of 

ministers, about 12,000, who 

chose to remain silent – argu-

ing it wasn't their place to en-

gage in politics – who enabled 

the Nazis to "crush the heroic 

3,000" who stood up against the 

dictator, points out Eric Meta-

xas in his new book "Letter to 

the American Church." 

"That is the nightmare – that 
they thought it would be safe," 
Metaxas said in an interview 

with James Robison on the 

"LIFE Today" television pro-

gram. 

The pastors, Metaxas said, de-

cided: "We won't take a posi-

tion. We don't want to be polit-
ical. We'll just keep our nose 
down, preach our little stuff on 
Sunday morning, and when we 
leave this building, we're going 
to bow to the authority of the 
state." 

Metaxas contends the Ameri-

can church today mirrors the 

silence of the German church 

before the Holocaust. 

If church leaders, he said, don't 

learn the lesson of the 1930s, 

"we are going down precisely 
the same path." 

"And people say, 'I can't believe 
it, I can't believe it.' Trust me 
when I say that the Germans 
didn't believe that that future 
was even possible. But it hap-
pened, and we are no different 
than the Germans," he said. 

Metaxas is the author of a best-

selling book about German 

Lutheran pastor Dietrich Bon-

hoeffer, who boldly opposed 

the Nazi regime and was exe-

cuted for participating in the 

famous "Operation Valkyrie" 

plot to assassinate Hitler. 

In the "Letter to the American 

Church," Metaxas explained to 

Robison, arose from his reali-

zation that "the silence of the 
church in Germany that led to 
the satanic evil of the Nazis and 
the Holocaust is exactly the 
same as the silence of the 
church in America today."  

Without question, he said, that 

silence will lead the nation 

“to horror unimaginable, 
unless we repent, unless we 
cease being silent.”  

"I cannot think of a more 
urgent message," he said. "I 
beg people, I beg people to 
take what I am saying in this 
book seriously, because, of 
course, it’s not me talking." 

He said he humbly posits that 

God is trying tell the American 

church exactly what he told the 

German church through Bon-

hoeffer. 

Metaxas, on his radio 

show, recently had a discussion 

with author and journalist Nao-

mi Wolf in which they com-

pared the behavior of the na-

tion's ruling educated class dur-

ing the pandemic to the pas-

siveness of Germany's highly 

civilized and educated popula-

tion in the 1930s. 

Wolf, who was in Metaxas' 

graduating class at Yale, said 

their classmates "are the worst 

offenders." 

 "Right now it's really red state 
and purple state America, and 
working people who are being 
super brave and telling their 
neighbors, trying to resist – the 
police officers, the fire fighters, 
taking action against these coer-
cive mandates, trying to bring 
some truth to the discussion," 
said Wolf, a Rhodes Scholar 

with a doctorate from Oxford 

University who was a political 

consultant for Bill Clinton and 

Al Gore. 

Wolf's grandmother lost nine 

siblings in the Holocaust.  

"It's our classmates, our cultural 
demographic, if you like, who 
are colluding, overwhelmingly 
– and our institutions," she 

said.  

Eric Metaxas: 'Silence' of American 
churches echoes 1930s Nazi Germany                                  
 'We are going down precisely the same path' 
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https://www.wnd.com/2022/10/naomi-wolf-elites-covering-deadly-vax-complicit-massive-crime/?ff_source=Email&ff_medium=wnd-breaking&ff_campaign=breaking&ff_content=breaking
https://www.wnd.com/2022/10/naomi-wolf-elites-covering-deadly-vax-complicit-massive-crime/?ff_source=Email&ff_medium=wnd-breaking&ff_campaign=breaking&ff_content=breaking
https://www.wnd.com/2022/10/naomi-wolf-elites-covering-deadly-vax-complicit-massive-crime/?ff_source=Email&ff_medium=wnd-breaking&ff_campaign=breaking&ff_content=breaking
https://www.wnd.com/author/amoorewnd-com/?ff_source=Email&ff_medium=wnd-breaking&ff_campaign=breaking&ff_content=breaking
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Leonard Peltier’s name has be-

come a story that reflects other 

stories. One narrative describes 

Peltier as America’s longest po-

litical prisoner, serving more 

than 46 years in a federal maxi-

mum security prison.  

In that telling, Peltier has be-

come a humanitarian and a 78-

year-old Turtle Mountain elder 

who has been incarcerated for 

far too long. 

There is a long list of people, 

tribes and organizations that 

have called for Peltier’s free-

dom. The former prosecutor in 

the case. Members of Congress. 

Amnesty International USA. 

Pope John Francis. The Dalai 

Lama. The National Congress 

of American Indians. Dozens of 

tribal nations, including Peltier’s 

own tribe, the Turtle Mountain 

Band of Chippewa Indians. 

And, as of this month, the Dem-

ocratic National Committee. 

That’s one version. A contrary 

account casts Peltier as the lead 

character for the crimes commit-

ted by the American Indian 

Movement during the Wound-

ed Knee era, including internal 

community violence, and he is 

described as a remorseless mur-

derer. 

That last story is still promoted 

by the Federal Bureau of Inves-

tigation on its website. But Pelti-

er is not in prison for murder. 

The government could not justi-

fy a murder case, so it switched 

gears and today  

Leonard Peltier is Inmate 

#89637-132 serving at the Unit-

ed States Penitentiary, Coleman, 

in central Florida, on charges of 

“aiding and abetting” the mur-

der of federal officers, plus a 

seven-year sentence for an es-

cape attempt. 

Indeed Peltier has already 

served a longer sentence than 

most principals in murder con-

victions. There is no way to look 

at the evidence and come away 

with any conclusion other than 

Peltier is being punished for 

crimes that could not be proven 

beyond a reasonable doubt in a 

court of law.  

Kevin Sharp is a Nashville attor-

ney, and former U.S. District 

Court judge, who is representing 

Peltier pro bono with a petition 

to President Joe Biden calling 

for clemency. That petition 

questions the role of the United 

States government saying “the 

FBI redoubled their efforts to 

secure a conviction,” including 

dropping other charges, so that 

the “weight of the Federal Gov-

ernment could be directed 

against Leonard Peltier.” 

One of the problems is that 

even if guilty, Peltier has over-

served. 

“He's overserved any sentence 

he should have,” Sharp said. 

“You got your pound of flesh. If 
that's what you wanted, you got a 

guy who was there and you, he's 

now 78 years old, and he's got 

46 years behind bars. What else 
do you want? Except for him to 

die. And we stopped talking 

about him that way, but that's 

the worst thing that can happen 

because now you don't start, 

stop talking about him. Now 
you've got this guy that you al-

lowed to die in prison. It gets 

louder, not softer.” 

Over the years the government 

first said Peltier shot the agents. 

Then later the prosecution 

switched the story to “we don’t 

know who killed the agents, but 
we know Leonard was there,” 

Sharp said. 

“Okay. Congratulations. There 

were 40 other people there with 
weapons. There were lots of 

other people there that day. 

There were 150 agents there. 

One of them killed Joe Stuntz, a 
21-year-old Native boy. We 

don't know who killed him. We 

know it was one of the agents 

that they never went to figure it 
out. So those are the facts that 

we know. And if that case was 

tried today, there is no way it 

stands.” 

Sharp said the Peltier’s trial 

would not stand scrutiny today. 

“There aren't even two sides,” 

he said. “We know that the wit-

nesses were intimidated. We 
know that witnesses were threat-

ened. We know that affidavits 

knowingly false affidavits were 

submitted to the courts. We 
know that when the trial took 

place and the prosecutor said, 

we only have this one piece of 

evidence, this shell casing, this 
ties Leonard to, to this shooting. 

We know now that they knew 

that wasn't true. And we only 

learned years later after his con-
viction, that there had been a 

ballistics test that showed it was-

n't his weapon.” 

In the White House petition 

Sharp argues that Peltier 

“remains a casualty of this coun-

try’s cruel and lawless war 

against American Indians his 
continued incarceration, moreo-

ver, is a constant reminder to 

Native communities that they 

are disposable in the eyes of the 
U.S. government and unworthy 

of the most basic protections 

afforded by our Constitution.” 

It’s the failure of basic constitu-

tional protections that power 

Sharp’s message: He left the 

federal bench because of what 

he saw as structural issues in the 

criminal justice system. 

“I was forced because of manda-

tory minimums to sentence a 

young man to two life sentenc-
es,” Sharp recalled. “It was very 

frustrating to me because in or-

der to become a federal judge, 

you're vetted and investigated by 
the FBI, vetted and investigated 

by the White House, the De-

partment of Justice, the Senate 

Judiciary committee, and they 
have their own investigators all 

for one reason … and that's to 

satisfy themselves that you have 

the intellect and the tempera-

ment and the judgment to rule 
on these most important items 

in our country and that is deal-

ing with somebody's liberty.” 

Sharp sent Chris Young to pris-

on. And that crossed a line for 

him. So after six years as a feder-

al judge, Sharp shifted gears and 

set out to defend justice. “That 

led me to the Trump Oval Of-

fice and working with Kim Kar-
dashian to help free this young 

man. His name was Chris 

Young … and Chris is free to-

day. We actually were able to 

secure clemency.”  

It was in that context that Sharp 

became interested in Leonard 

Peltier. 

He received a package from 

Connie Nelson, the former wife 

of Willie Nelson. “And I sat 

down with this package and it 
was the trial transcripts from 

Leonard's trial,” he said. “It was 

newspaper articles, court opin-

ions, photographs, and I just 
started going through it and I am 

sucked in.” 

Sharp saw holes in the govern-

ment’s story. “It was easy for me 
to see what happened, the mis-

conduct by the prosecutors, by 

the investigators, the rulings by 

the court that would never stand 

today because the standard of 
review is different. All of that 

was easy for me,” he said. 

“What then has sucked me in 

for years since I first opened 

that package is the ‘why?’” 

Why are there so many constitu-

tional violations? What was go-

ing on? What led to this point?  

“It was the context. That's what 

sucked me into this and has ag-

gravated me, has, you know, 

made me angry, made me sad, 
made me confused. ‘What are 

we doing? And why are we 

here? And that's why Leonard 

Peltier is so important.’  

This isn't about people with 

guns on Pine Ridge, you know, 

South Dakota on June 26th, 

1975. That's part of it. But the 
real story is the why. And as, as 

one of the courts said in one of 

the court opinions, the United 

States government needs to take 
responsibility for what happened 

there that day.”  

Sharp said there is no way that 

Peltier’s trial would meet today’s 

minimum standards of justice. 

In 1986 the 8th U.S. Court of 

Appeals found that the govern-

ment had failed to disclose evi-

dence favorable to Peltier. This 

is what’s known as a “Brady vio-

lation” and it’s enough to re-

quire a new trial. But in Peltier’s 

case the rule was ignored.  

The district court “held that the 

October 2, 1975, teletype, evalu-

ated in the context of the entire 
record, would not have affected 

the outcome of the trial and 

that, therefore, Peltier was not 

entitled to relief.” 

Or consider the story of a self-

proclaimed racist juror. Three 

women in Fargo slipped a note 

to the trial judge, Paul Benson, 

that said they were friends with 

the juror and she told them that 

she was really prejudiced against 

Indians. The judge asks her 

about the statement. “Yep, I said 
it. But I told you when you were 

asking me questions that I would 

set any prejudice I had. I’d be 

fair.” The judge says, “Thank 
you very much.” And the trial 

continued on and Juror Number 

10 voted “guilty.” That fact 

alone would be enough to re-

verse a trial. 

“If that happened today, he gets 

a new trial,” Sharp said. “So it's 

those things that drive me crazy. 

When I talk about, look, I, I 
believe in the Constitution, 

those are all constitutional viola-

tions. We get a new trial.”  

The government’s prosecutors 

changed their theory in 1985 – 

after Peltier’s conviction. As the 

prosecutor Lynn Crooks told 

the appeals court, “we can't 
prove who shot those agents." 

Thus, Peltier was not actually 

convicted of murder instead he’s 

been in prison since 1977 on 

“aiding and abetting” the mur-

der of federal officers. 

James Reynolds, a former prose-

cutor in the case, has called for 

clemency. In a letter to the pres-

ident, Reynolds wrote that with 

the benefit of hindsight “I have 

realized that the prosecution and 

continued incarceration of Mr. 
Peltier was and is unjust. We 

were not able to prove that Mr. 

Peltier personally committed 

any offense on the Pine Ridge 

Reservation.” 

One other story told about Pelti-

er is not directly related to his 

aiding and abetting conviction – 

and that’s the tie to the Anna 

Mae Aquash murder investiga-

tion.  

The American Indian Move-

ment at first blamed the FBI for 

Anna Mae Aquash’s murder in 

February of 1976. But later in-

formation surfaced that she was 

murdered by AIM because she 

was suspected of being an in-

former. Aquash’s family said 

Peltier was involved and was 

aware of her killer. Two former 

AIM members, Arlo Looking 

Cloud and John Graham, were 

convicted of killing Aquash. 

Sharp points out that Peltier has 

never been charged in connec-

tion with Aquash. 

In a statement this week, Thalia 

Carroll-Cachimuel, executive 

director of the International 

Leonard Peltier Defense Com-

mittee, said “there has been an 
extraordinary volume of misin-

formation spread regarding 

Leonard Peltier. Leonard Pelti-

er’s conviction and perverse 
length of his incarceration are 

emblematic of the racist mis-

treatment of American Indians 

by law enforcement that existed 
throughout Indian Country for 

decades. If there is evidence that 

has never before been pro-

duced, then we encourage its 
unveiling if the true motive is 

justice. If the motive is simply to 

support Mr. Peltier’s unjust im-

prisonment, the bar must be set 

much higher.” 

 Peltier’s petition for clemency 

will be up to President Biden. 

Just this month a resolution en-

acted by the Democratic Nation-

al Committee said the party’s 

platform already says the presi-

dent should use clemency “to 

secure the release of those serv-

ing unduly long sentences.” 

And, in Peltier’s case, “given the 

overwhelming support for clem-

ency, the constitutional due pro-

cess issues underlying Mr. Pelti-

er’s prosecution, his status as an 
elderly inmate, and that he is an 

American Indian, who suffer 

from greater rates of health dis-

parities and severe underlying 
health conditions, Mr. Peltier is 

a good candidate to be granted 

mercy and leniency; and … it is 

highly appropriate that consider-
ation of clemency for Mr. Pelti-

er be prioritized and expedited, 

so that Mr. Peltier can return to 

his family and live his final years 

among his people.” 

Peltier’s petition says the time 

for clemency is now because his 

health is fading. “Leonard suf-
fers from a variety of ailments, 

including kidney disease, Type 2 

diabetes, high blood pressure, a 

heart condition, bone spurs in 
his feet, a degenerative joint dis-

ease, constant shortness of 

breath and dizziness, and pain-

ful injuries to his jaw. A stroke 

in 1986 left Leonard virtually 
blind in one eye,” the clemency 

petition says. “Prison doctors 

advised Leonard that the condi-

tion required surgery, but the 
maximum-security prison where 

he is incarcerated does not have 

the capacity to treat the condi-

tion. Leonard’s physical condi-
tion is dire, and he cannot physi-

cally defend himself in prison, 

let alone threaten anyone with 

harm.”  

South Dakota state Rep. Ruth 

Buffalo, Mandan Hidatsa Ari-

kara, brought the resolution for-

ward at the September DNC 

meeting. She said it started with 

a coordinated message from 

a variety of state legislators and 

the North Dakota Democratic–

Nonpartisan League Party. That 

was followed by a similar call 

from the Native American cau-

cus of Native American state 

legislators. All that built toward 

the DNC resolution. 

Buffalo represents Fargo in the 

legislature, the city where Pelti-

er’s trial originally took place. 

She said has heard from constit-

uents “regardless of party affilia-

tion” supporting clemency be-

cause of the constitutional viola-

tions. 

“One thing that has kept us go-

ing is so many of us unfortunate-
ly have relatives and loved ones 

who are currently in the criminal 

justice system or who have 

thankfully made it out of serving 
time behind bars,” she said. And 

so Peltier’s long prison time is 

“something an issue that defi-

nitely hits home for many of 
us.” She said. “Peltier should 

come home.” 

“I know there's so many people 

who have been praying since the 
seventies for Leonard's release,” 

Buffalo said. “And so we know 

that there's many grandmas and 

elder women at Turtle Moun-

tain who pray for Leonard on a 

daily basis.” 

“This whole case is a reflection 

of injustice,” she said, “and it 

must be resolved in order to 
heal communities.” She said: 

“Leonard's release is one sure 

way to make sure that we are on 

a path towards healing.” 

James Reynolds, a former prosecutor in the case, has 
called for clemency. In a letter to the president, he wrote 
that with the benefit of hindsight “I have realized that the 
prosecution and continued incarceration of Mr. Peltier 
was and is unjust.” “We were not able to prove that Mr. 
Peltier personally committed any offense on the Pine 
Ridge Reservation.” 
 
MY VIEW by Ernie C. Salgado, Jr., The truth is that Leonard Peltier was framed by the 
FBI and the Department of Justice. Every former President that wanted to grant Peltier 
his freedom was blocked from doing so by the FBI.   Hoover’s legacy: Everyone has a file 

46 years behind bars. What else do you want? 46 years behind bars. What else do you want? 
     Former federal judge: Leonard Peltier remains a casualty of this Countries cruel and lawless war against American Indians  
 
      Indian Country Today by MARK TRAHANT  

https://www.pbs.org/wnet/amanpour-and-company/video/a-judge-sentenced-him-to-life-then-fought-to-set-him-free/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/amanpour-and-company/video/a-judge-sentenced-him-to-life-then-fought-to-set-him-free/
https://indiancountrytoday.com/opinion/dear-president-biden-and-administration-release-leonard-peltier
https://indiancountrytoday.com/opinion/dear-president-biden-and-administration-release-leonard-peltier
https://indiancountrytoday.com/opinion/dear-president-biden-and-administration-release-leonard-peltier
https://indiancountrytoday.com/opinion/dear-president-biden-and-administration-release-leonard-peltier
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On August 12. 2022, five American 

Indian Tribal Governments filed 

a brief with the U.S. Supreme Court 

in Brackeen v. Haaland defending the 

constitutionality of the Indian Child 

Welfare Act (ICWA).  

Cherokee Nation Principal Chief 
Chuck Hoskin, Jr., Morongo Band of 

Mission Indians Chairman Charles 
Martin, Navajo Nation President Jona-
than Nez, Oneida Nation Chairman 
Tehassi Hill, and Quinault Indian Na-

tion President Guy Capoeman issued 

the following statement: 

“The United States Congress passed 
the Indian Child Welfare Act 44 years 
ago. In the decades since, Indian Child 
Welfare Act has continued to receive 
strong, bipartisan support while being 
repeatedly upheld in both state and 
federal courts.”  

“Our brief filed today outlines not only 
the tremendous benefits that Indian 
Child Welfare Act has brought to the 
health and safety of children, but also  

demonstrates how the law adheres to 
the Constitution and the principles of 
tribal citizenship dating back to Ameri-
ca’s founding.” 

National child welfare experts and ad-

vocates regard Indian Child Welfare 

Act to be the gold standard of child 
welfare laws because, when properly 

followed, it delivers better outcomes 

for children and their families.  

But if those attacking Indian Child 

Welfare Act are successful, they would 

not only dismantle a law that is central 

to our sovereign interests in protecting 

our children but also create chaos and 

instability throughout the country by 

overturning the basic framework of 

Indian law and the political nature of 

tribal citizenship. 

On November 9, 2022, the Supreme 

Court will hear arguments and then 

decide the future of Indian Child Wel-

fare Act.  

“We are confident that the court will 
rule on the side of Indian Child Wel-

fare Act, of the Constitution, of history, 
of child welfare experts, of states, and 
of children and families. To do other-
wise, the court would be ignoring dec-
ades of precedent, overriding congres-
sional authority, and putting our tribal 
children’s safety at risk. We stand with 
hundreds of tribes across the nation in 
defending Indian Child Welfare Act in 
court and look forward to once again 
seeing its constitutionality upheld.” 

In the brief, the tribes explain why Indi-

an Child Welfare Act remains critical 

and relevant today, noting that a 

“mountain of evidence — from 1978 to 
today — shows that Indian Child Wel-
fare Act provides an essential buffer 
against practices that continue to yield 
the unwarranted removal of Indian 
children” and that “Indian Child Wel-
fare Act is based on a simple idea: 
When Indian children can stay with 
their families and communities, Tribes 
and children alike are better off." 

Over 500 American and Alaskan Na-

tive Tribes,  60 tribal organizations, 87 

different members of Congress, 23 

states, and a county with the largest 

child welfare system in the country filed 

amicus briefs that defend ICWA’s abil-

ity to encourage tribal-state and tribal-

federal relations, as well as emphasize 

ICWA’s effectiveness in practice in 

state contexts.    

The Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 (ICWA) 
((Pub.L. 95–608, 92 Stat. 3069, was enacted on       
November 8, 1978) 

November 9, 2022 the Supreme Court will hear arguments 
and then decide the future of Indian Child Welfare Act.  

Box5@AmericanIndianReporter.com  
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Daniel Salgado, Sr., Tribal Chairman Ca-

huilla Band of Indians shares a photo op 

with Dr. Mehmet Cengiz Öz, known pro-

fessionally as Dr. Oz, is a Turkish Ameri-

can television presenter, author, politician, 

professor emeritus, and retired cardiotho-

racic surgeon.  

He is the Republican nominee in the 2022 

United States Senate election in Pennsylva-

nia and is the first Muslim candidate to be 

nominated by either major party for U.S. 

Senate.   

When Chairman Salgado was asked why 

he was meeting with Dr. Oz, he said, that 

one of the objectives of the California 

Gaming tribes is to educate local, state and 

federal policy makers on the American 

Indian Tribal Rights, Laws and Sovereign-

ty.  

Why Dr. Oz? He’s not ever a member of 

congress nor does Pennsylvania have any 

recognized American Indian Tribes. “It 
doesn't matter, Salgado said, “if he’s willing 
to listen to us, we’ll  talk to him, we don’t 
set any limits on who or when we will meet 
with. When we have the opportunity to 
share our history and explain our Treaty 

rights we’re in it.”  

“Gaining has given the Tribal Govern-
ments a great opportunity to actively partic-
ipate in the political process and make our 
voices heard in halls and chambers of con-
gress.” He added. “Not ever Indian Tribe 
has a casino as the general public is led to 
believe.”    

How extensive the Tribal public awareness 

initiative will be implemented after the 

Sports Betting vote is over in California on 

November 8 has not been determined.  

“There is defiantly a need to continue 
these lines of communication.”  Chairman 

Salgado said.  

Helping America to Understand 
Tribal Sovereignty   

American  Indian Reporter interview with Chairman Daniel Salgado, Sr., 

Dr. Mehmet Öz and  Daniel Salgado, Sr., Tribal Chairman Cahuilla 

If you, or someone you know would like to be a guest on Native Talk 
Arizona please CONTACT US AT slevy@nachci.com 
 (From Shayne’s Journal # 5304, October 8, 2022)  

VOTE  

For God,  
family &   
Community  

https://protectindiankids.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/21-376-bs-Brief-For-Tribal-Defendants.pdf
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On October 12, 2022 Presi-

dent Biden designated a new 

National Monument in the 

middle of the Ute Indian 

Tribe’s traditional homelands 

without tribal consultation and 

including the tribe in the man-

agement of these lands. The 

tribe and its elected leaders 

were even excluded from the 

event taking place on their 

homelands. Surrounded by 

forests, mountains, and towns 

named after the tribe and its 

leaders,  

President Biden met with other 

tribes from the area, but did 

not include the Ute Indian 

Tribe and its Uncompahgre 

Band who sustained these 

lands long before the founding 

of the United States. 

The Camp Hale – Continental 

Divide National Monument is 

within the homelands of the 

Ute Indian Tribe’s Uncom-

pahgre Band.  

The United States forced the 

Uncompahgre Band off these 

valuable lands in 1880. Today, 

the United States was back to 

further dispossess the Band 

from its lands by designating a 

monument without fully in-

cluding the tribe. 

The Ute Indian Tribe Business 

Committee condemned the 

White House’s actions. “They 
moved forward with a monu-
ment on our homelands with-
out including us. They talk 
about tribal consultation, but 
their actions do not match their 
words.” The Business Commit-

tee stated, “We cannot support 
a monument on our home-
lands that does not include the 
tribe.”  

The Ute Indian Tribe learned 

about plans for the Monument 

just days ago. Concerned about 

management of their tradition-

al homelands, the tribe’s elect-

ed leaders were quickly sum-

moned for a call with the 

White House.  

Few details were shared and 

there was little time for the 

tribe to share its knowledge 

and history of the area. Instead 

of fully engaging the Ute Indian 

Tribe and its Uncompahgre 

Band in designating the Monu-

ment, the White House rushed 

forward with its own priorities. 

The tribe will fight to protect 

its lands and resources in the 

area, including cultural re-

sources and burial sites of the 

tribe’s ancestors. While the 

White House took credit for 

protecting tribal burial sites, the 

Business Committee comment-

ed, “It is a disgrace to our an-
cestors to exclude the tribe in 
the care and protection of 

these burial sites. We are 
shocked that 200 years later, 
nothing has changed. This un-
lawful action by the President 
today is a desecration of our 
ancestors that remain buried 
on our homelands. Many of 
these Ute ancestors passed on 
seeking to protect these lands 
from further encroachment 
and others left us as part of the 
forced death march at the 

hands of the United States as 
we were moved out of Colora-
do at gunpoint. The Ute Indi-
an Tribe will not stand by to 
accept further genocidal tactics 
that continue to be perpetuated 
against our people and our 
ancestors that came before us. 
The United States President is 
doing what the United States 
has always done and we will 
use all lawful measures at our 
disposal to stop this.” 

In an era where the Admin-

istration and Congress are des-

perately seeking tribal wisdom, 

ecological knowledge, and co-

management to hold back the 

impacts of global warming and 

increasing drought, the Presi-

dent and the Administration 

are pursuing their own priori-

ties and not listening to the 

needs of Indian tribes.  

In designating the Monument, 

the President and his Congres-

sional supporters reverted to 

discredited federal policies of 

“chief making” by attempting 

to pick and choose between 

tribes and tribal leaders.  

The President also violated his 

own directives on government-

to-government consultation. In 

a January 26, 2021 memoran-

dum to federal agencies, Presi-

dent Biden wrote: 

“My Administration is commit-
ted to honoring tribal sover-
eignty and including tribal voic-
es in policy deliberation that 
affects tribal communities. The 
Federal Government has much 
to learn from tribal nations and 
strong communication is fun-
damental to a constructive rela-
tionship.” 

Today’s actions violate the 

President’s commitment which 

was based on more than two 

centuries of a nation-to-nation 

relationship, federal trust re-

sponsibility, and treaties and 

agreements between the Unit-

ed States and Indian tribes.  

The Ute Indian tribe opposes 

the designation of a new Na-

tional Monument without full 

participation of the tribe in 

protecting and managing its 

homelands. It is an act of geno-

cide to attempt to erase the 

history and connection of the 

tribe to these lands. 

Business Committee Chairman 

and Uncompahgre Band 

Member Shaun Chapoose 

commented “We’ve tried to 
work with this Administration, 
but time after time they refuse 
to address the real issues tribes 
are facing.” He continued, 

“Even on our traditional home-
lands, they refused to work 
closely with us. These new 

monuments are an abomina-
tion and demonstrate manifest 
disregard and disrespect of the 
Ute Indian Tribe’s treaty rights 
and sovereign status as a feder-
ally recognized Indian Tribe. If 
it’s a fight they want it’s a fight 
they will get.” 

The Business Committee 

called for the President to take 

action to restore and protect 

the tribe’s current homelands 

in Utah. “While the President 
is out here in Colorado on our 
traditional homelands, his Ad-
ministration is refusing to ad-
dress ongoing attacks on our 
current homelands in Utah. 
First they took our lands in 
Colorado, and now they won’t 
address our lands at home.” 

For almost two years, Secretary 

Deb Haaland and Assistant 

Secretary for Indian Affairs 

Bryan Newland have not ad-

dressed the tribe’s request for 

restoration of lands within its 

Uncompahgre Reservation, 

making up the eastern half of 

its Uintah and Ouray Reserva-

tion. Secretary Haaland and 

Assistant Secretary Newland 

have refused multiple requests 

from the tribe to resolve this 

issue. Section 3 of the Indian 

Reorganization Act (IRA) pro-

vides all the authority they 

need to take action and secure 

the tribe’s homelands. 

Meanwhile the tribe’s Uncom-

pahgre Reservation has been 

under attack ever since it was 

established in the 1880 Agree-

ment and Act of Congress and 

an Executive Order in 1882. 

First, the Reservation was 

opened to non-Indian settle-

ment and stockmen, and later, 

the Secretary of the Interior 

administratively transferred 

management of these lands to 

the Bureau of Land Manage-

ment (BLM). Today, the BLM 

manages about 1.8 million 

acres within the Uncompahgre 

Reservation for the benefit of 

the Federal government and 

the state of Utah. 

“That’s not right,” the Business 

C o m m i t t e e  c o n t i n u e d . 

“Nothing is being done to se-
cure our Reservation home-
lands where we live and work. 
Indian reservation homelands 
must be protected and secured 
above all else! Every day, BLM 
and the State take more and 
more of our resources. Re-
sources that we reserved to 
provide for future generations 
of our tribe. The President 
must take action to restore and 
secure our Uncompahgre Res-
ervation homelands.” 

Despite Interior’s past actions, 

lands within the Uncompahgre 

Reservation are eligible for 

trust restoration under the 

IRA. The tribe’s lands should 

be restored to trust status the 

same as other Ute bands who 

were a part of the 1880 Agree-

ment and Act of Congress. 

Congress never disestablished 

the Uncompahgre Reservation 

and never took title to the 

tribe’s lands. The 10th Circuit 

Court of Appeals has repeated-

ly held that Reservation was 

never disestablished, and the 

U.S. Supreme Court has re-

fused to review these decisions.  

In one of these decisions in 

1985, the full 10th Circuit 

Court of Appeals found that 

allotment of the Reservation 

“doesn’t disturb the ownership 
of the land by the tribal group.” 

The Ute Indian Tribe is press-

ing the Administration on the 

importance of restoring and 

protecting tribal homelands 

and including the tribe in the 

protection of its ancestral lands 

and resources. Under the 1880 

Agreement and Act of Con-

gress, the tribe was forced to 

build a new life on its Reserva-

tion in Utah. The tribe’s 

homes, communities, and busi-

nesses are now in Utah. Secur-

ing and protecting the tribe’s 

current homelands should be a 

priority for the Biden Admin-

istration. 

The Ute Indian Tribe is calling 

for Congressional hearings and 

oversight of Secretary Haaland 

and Assistant Secretary New-

land’s failure to address tribal 

priorities and protection of 

tribal reservation homelands. 

The Business Committee com-

mented, “We hear all these 

headlines about actions for 

Indian tribes, but where is this 

Administration on securing our 

homelands, increasing law en-

forcement to protect our com-

munities, protecting our waters, 

and defending our lands and 

resources in federal court.” 

The Business Committee con-

tinued, “All too often the Sec-

retary and Assistant Secretary 

are chasing their own priorities 

and not the priorities of Indian 

tribes. Or, even worse, they are 

often sitting on the wrong side 

of the table and not fulfilling 

the President’s commitments 

and solemn trust responsibility 

to Indian country.” 

The Ute Indian Tribe notes 

that the Administration’s ac-

tions within a number of feder-

al agencies violate the United 

Nations Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

(UNDRIP) which requires that 

governments avoid any action 

“which has the aim or effect of 

dispossessing [indigenous peo-
ples] of their lands, territories 
or resources;...”  

Endorsed by President Obama 

in 2010, the tribe has repeated-

ly met with the White House 

and Administration Officials 

seeking actions consistent with 

UNDRIP. 

In particular, the tribe has 

asked the Administration to 

adopt a tribal consultation 

standard of Free, Prior, In-

formed Consent for any ac-

tions impacting tribal commu-

nities and tribal resources. The 

White House and the Admin-

istration have refused to recog-

nize and uphold this interna-

tional law principal as other 

developed nations with large 

indigenous populations, such 

as Canada, have sought to do. 

Failing to abide by this interna-

tional standard casts a cloud on 

the United States and diminish-

es its standing among the 

world’s governments. 

The Business Committee con-

cluded, “The President’s ac-
tions today in declaring these 
National Monuments in the 
manner he did is a national 
disgrace. The United States 
cannot move forward without 
acknowledging and accepting 
its past and taking meaningful 
action to address these issues 
with our tribal homelands now. 
Unless and until this happens, 
the United States will always 
have this deplorable history 
hanging over it as a black cloud 
and will never be able to ad-
vance to a position of a nation 
with moral and legal legitimacy, 
which will forever limit its 
standing in the world commu-
nity. Only on this basis can we 

have a true nation-to-nation 
relationship that allows us to 
work together to sustain our 
lands and resources for our 
future generations.” 

About the Ute Indian Tribe 

The Ute Indian Tribe resides 

on the Uintah and Ouray Res-

ervation in northeastern Utah. 

Three bands of Utes comprise 

the Ute Indian Tribe: the 

Whiteriver Band, the Uncom-

pahgre Band, and the Uintah 

Band. The tribe has a mem-

bership of more than three 

thousand individuals, with over 

half living on the Uintah and 

Ouray Reservation. The Ute 

Indian Tribe operates its own 

tribal government and oversees 

significant oil and gas deposits 

on its 4.5-million-acre Reserva-

tion. The Tribal Business 

Committee is the governing 

council of the tribe. 

 

Ute Indian Tribe call's Biden's Camp Hale – Continental Divide 
National Monument declaration an unlawful act of genocide 

              Indian Country Today  * Contributed by Amanda Marquez  Soboba Indian Reservation, So. CA  

Chairman Shaun Chapoose 

Secretary Deb Haaland 
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BILL POMMERING  

PRESIDENT, PADRE DAM                     

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

ABOUT DIRECTOR POMMERING 

A forty-year resident of Santee, Bill Pommering was 

appointed to the Board in May 2009. He ran for 

election in 2010 and was re-elected to his third four-year term in No-

vember 2018.  

He served as Board President from 2011 to 2013, and again in 2018 

and 2022. He previously served as Vice President and Board Treasurer.  

His background includes senior management positions with various pri-

vate companies for over three decades. He had extensive fiscal experi-

ence with budgets of more than $200 million in his previous positions as 

a Vice President and Director of Administration for several major na-

tional and international insurance carriers.  

Director Pommering previously served on the Santee Community De-

velopment Commission Successor Oversight Committee and currently 

represents Padre Dam on the San Diego County Water Authority 

Board and Santee Chamber of Commerce Governmental Affairs Com-

mittee.   

He also serves as a Director of the East County Economic Development 

Council and San Diego East County Chamber of Commerce.  

He has been an Officer for the Santee-Lakeside Rotary Club for over a 

decade and has served on many East County charitable boards and 

events. 

Vote Bill Pommering for Director       
Experienced in Water Laws, Fiscal Management & Dedicated 

The American Indian Tribes understand the importance of water and the protection of their Water 

Rights. 

For the past two centuries, the American Indian Tribes have had to fight almost ever local agency, 

state and federal governments in courts to protect their Water Rights, only to be stonewalled for 

decades and many cases are still pending. 

Bill Pommering understand and respects the Tribal Water Rights and over the years in his position 

on the Padre Dam Board of Directors has worked with the Tribal leaders within the district in east 

San Diego County.  

I support Bill Pommering not only because of his support of Tribal Water Rights, but for his hon-

esty, fairness and his vast understanding of water issue on a global level. And because he’s my 

friend!  

It is for these reason I ask my friends and Tribal brothers and sisters living in East San Diego Coun-

ty to VOTE to keep our friend Bill Pommering as a Member of the Padre Dam Municipal Water 

District. 

As with all elected positions, in addition to your VOTE, Bill needs your financial support. Any 

amount you can give will help. For more information Go to: Elect Bill Pommering.com * OR make 

your check payable to: 

 “Elect Bill Pommering Padre Dam 2022”  

and mail to 9456 Cuyamaca St. #1911  

 Santee CA 92071 

MY VIEW by Ernie C. Salgado, Jr.,   
American Indian Reporter  * Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians Tribal Member  

 First, Biden stopped American energy. 
 Then, he begged our enemies for oil. 
 Now, Americans are paying the price. 
 
Joe Biden has been depleting the strategic reserve and put-
ting our national security at risk. Now, OPEC is calling his 
bluff and cutting back output, exposing his idiotic policies. 
The answer is obvious: 
BIDEN NEEDS TO END HIS WAR ON AMERICAN 
ENERGY  & LET AMERICA DEVELOP  IT’S GOD-
GIVEN NATURAL RESOURCES.  

Elect Sarah Palin U.S. Congress for Alaska  
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Southern California American Indian Resource Center, Inc. 

Mission Statement 

Is to provide career, educational, cultural, mental health and supportive services for the America In-
dians and Hawaiian Natives families living within its services area. To assist Participants in reaching 
personal and professional goals. To overcoming individual barriers and challenges.  

               “Help Us, Help People” 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Serving San Diego, Ventura, Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Santa Cruz, 
San Benito, Monterey and Sonoma Counties. 

SCAIR  
San Diego Resource Center 

239 East Main Street  

El Cajon CA 92020 

619-328-0676 

SCAIR  
Ventura Resource Center 

877 South Victoria Ave. Suite 110 

Ventura CA  93003 

805-765-6243 

*SCAIR is a Not For Profit 501(c)(3) Tribal Organization, Established in 1997 to provide Education, Cultural and Employment Opportunities 
for the Hawaiian Natives, American Indian and Alaskan Native Tribal Community. 

“Work Readiness Training Program.” 

More Info Call Us @ 1-888-217-2247 

Recruitment Social Media Post 

My name is Kevin Speir, and I am a doctoral student at Northcentral 

University. I am conducting a research study to explore American Indi-

ans’ perceptions of Indigenous Historical Trauma and engagement with 

native culture in the era of tribal casino income. I am recruiting individ-

uals who meet the following criteria: 

1. Being a tribal member and receiving per capita income from gaming 

operations for a minimum of five years, and willing to participate in a 

video recorded face to face interview. 

If you decide to participate in this study, you will be asked to do the fol-

lowing activities: 

2. Participate in a one-on-one online interview over zoom for 45 to 60 
minutes, and review your transcript via email for 10-15 minutes. 

During these activities, you will be asked questions about: 

Your tribal identification, education, employment and marital status, 
ethnic identity and involvement with American Indian and White cul-
tures; your experiences with a casino operating on your Nation’s reser-
vation and the presence of casino tourism; your experiences of Indige-
nous Historical Trauma, and your feelings about the positive or nega-
tive effects of per capita income and cultural engagement on coping 
with Historical Trauma. 

Participants in this study will receive a $50.00 gift certificate via email 

after the interview. 

If you are interested in participating in this study, or have questions, 

please contact me be at kevinspeir@rocketmail.com or (951) 514-7911  

Thank you very much for your consideration!  

Kevin Speir 

California Indian Education, Inc. 
Soboba Indian Reservation, So. California  

Mail: P.O. Box 366, San Jacinto CA 92581 

Phone 951.217.7205 * Email: CALIE.org 

Non-Profit 501(c)(3) * Tribal Organization  

   “Making A Difference” 

First Class American Indian Website In The World!  

 

http://www.scair.org/
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Karissa Valencia, Creator, Spirit Rangers 

“Our show celebrates Indigenous 

storytelling with Indigenous talent at 

the helm. I created this show inspired 

by my time growing up on the Chu-

mash Reservation in the Santa Ynez 

Valley of Southern California.  

I grew up with bedtime stories of our 

land, animals and plants. I went to 

Pow Wows, attended our Bear cere-

monies and believed my culture was 

magic. However, I never saw that 

reflected back at me in my favorite 

TV shows or movies. As a Native 

kid, that can feel incredibly isolating. 

I can’t wait for the next generation of 

Native youth to see themselves on 

screen and have new Native heroes 

to look up to. It’s the show I always 

wished for as a kid who loved car-

toons. 

“However, you don’t have to be Na-
tive to enjoy the show! There will be 
plenty of action, adventure, magic 
and lots of love for our Earth. With 
spunky heroes, goofy sidekicks and 
catchy songs, every family will have 
something to look forward to in this 
show, set in the most beautiful Na-
tional Park you’ve ever seen.” 

In 2020 Netflix announced a new all-

Native fantasy-adventure series called 

“Spirit Rangers.” The animated show 

is finally set to be released in Octo-

ber. Karissa Valencia is the creator of 

the project and previews the adven-

tures. Watch interview with Indian 

Country Today.  

Internet Posted by Joely Proudfit, 

PhD. American Indian Studies,  Cali-

fornia State University San Marcos  

 

 
 

VOTE NO PROP 26 & 27   

“SPORTS BETTING”    

KEEP Foreign and Big 

Corporations From  

Controlling California   

Protect Tribal Sovereignty  

“KEEP THE PROMISE” 

    

  

Custom Made Handbags 

1.619.792.8517 
ckay4info@yahoo.com 

All Credit Cards & Cash Accepted  

“High Quality at Affordable Prices”  

“Halloween Treats Specials”   

 

https://www.facebook.com/IndianCountryToday/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVh5VFcLQ1H13rBb0a7AutYCbGdgjZXjJnJBScjzAITvoZzrqAceUVC9a9KeO2_4m-GLed0if5bRXKVWPqeiGAaKr1gbKRCAEwutIdbhUiKzKTXJgrATHrRk4CxH6eytNkoYt3ExmQ5q1T0pIKRJ8h3lyi_UH6xHO8XnB7-xV__pQ&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/IndianCountryToday/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVh5VFcLQ1H13rBb0a7AutYCbGdgjZXjJnJBScjzAITvoZzrqAceUVC9a9KeO2_4m-GLed0if5bRXKVWPqeiGAaKr1gbKRCAEwutIdbhUiKzKTXJgrATHrRk4CxH6eytNkoYt3ExmQ5q1T0pIKRJ8h3lyi_UH6xHO8XnB7-xV__pQ&__tn__=kK-R
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“Laughter is the Best Medicine” 

“America is just like an insane asylum. There is not 
a soul in it will admit they are crazy." - Will Rogers, 

Rogers was an enrolled member of the Cherokee Nation.   

Shayne’s Journal # 4677 May 13, 2020  

 

YOU NEED TO KNOW THIS AS YOUR 
FREEDOM DEPENDS ON IT! 

 What is Agenda 21? 

Who was Karl Marx? 

Who is George Soros? 

What is the Socialism? 

Who was Saul Alinsky? 

What did Bill Ayers do? 

What is the “Deep State”?  

What does Cloward-Piven mean?  

What is the Critical Race Theory? 

 

The woke folks 

must be having a 

heart attack ! Go 

Candace, Go, Go 

Kanye, Thumb Up 




